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PARTNERSHIP APPROACH TO
HEALTHY FISH POPULATIONS IN

WALES
*(More Fish / Boosting economic benefit)

A group of volunteers being trained in river survey techniques.

We have been working very closely with
volunteers to equip them with the skills
required to help safeguard the ecology of
our rivers.

On the 27th of March, Environment
Agency officers took the lead in training up
30 volunteers to conduct tributary
walkover surveys. The group largely
made up of volunteers from rivers trusts
and angling clubs, were shown how to
both identify and record factors which can
potentially impact on fish, limiting their
numbers, and affecting the ecology of
local rivers and streams.

The event, hosted by Afonydd Cymru, was
the first of two training sessions held
across Wales. The day began at the
Talbot Hotel in Tregaron before moving on
to the Nant Rhydmaen, a tributary of the
River Teifi near Lampeter. The practical
afternoon session involved a 1km
mapping exercise, providing an
opportunity to conduct their own survey in
the field.

We hope that by working together we can
jointly identify areas for improvement and
carryout works to the maximum benefit of
fish populations and in-stream ecology.
We are also working with the Wild Trout
Trust to give further direction to volunteers
(see next article overleaf). This
partnership approach links directly with
our corporate strategy* by working with
people and communities to create a better
place.

The Environment Agency, Afonydd Cymru
and the individual rivers trusts have all
secured funding support from the Welsh
Assembly Government to ensure healthy
sustainable fish populations in the rivers of
Wales. If individuals wish to get involved
then contact either Afonydd Cymru or if
you are interested in the Carmarthenshire
area then please contact the
Carmarthenshire Rivers Trust.

All improvement projects delivered will
make a valuable contribution to our
shared targets set out in the Water
Framework Directive and our rivers attain
“good ecological status”.

* Corporate Strategy – “Create a better place 2010-2015”
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WILD TROUT TRUST’S – “UPLANDS
RIVER HABITAT MANUAL”

*(More Fish / Boosting economic benefit)

Manual available in PDF format at - www.wildtrout.org

The Wild Trout Trusts’ new exciting
‘Uplands River Habitat Manual’ was
launched by Moc Morgan OBE on 27th

March in Tregaron. The manual is
intended to give direction to volunteers
when planning and delivering fisheries
improvement works on the ground.

Together, both the manual and the
walkover survey method will provide
comprehensive technical information to
both identify and deliver well focused
environmental improvements. The
Environment Agency supported the

production of the manual with both funding
and we also made a significant technical
contribution to the production.

Limestone sand store – Delivered by EAW in support of liming
initiatives. Work funded by Tregaron Flood Alleviation Scheme
fisheries enhancement funding.

Tributaries of the upper Tywi and Teifi,
including the Doethie, Pysgotwr and Nant
Berwyn are subjected to episodic
acidification. This is at least part due to
man's influence. The catchments are
naturally base poor however the land-use
practices coupled with acid rain
exacerbates the issue resulting in very low
ph readings during periods elevated flows.
This has a serious impact on the stream
ecology and limits fish populations.

Pilot schemes have been carried out in
the area over recent years (2006-2009)
where we have introduced limestone sand
into streams to help reduce the impact of
these acid events. Results have been
very encouraging and now in collaboration
with Carmarthenshire Rivers Trust (CRT)
we are embarking on a larger scheme to
improve Water Quality on the Doethie and

LIMESTONE SAND
APPLICATIONS– A

COLLABORATIVE APPROACH
*(More Fish / Boosting economic benefit)


